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NOTICE OF SOME OPERATIONS OF LITHOTOMY. 
BY ROBERT PETER, M.D. 


On Tuesday, the 27th of August last, Professor Bush operated on 
Churchill Wilkerson, a boy aged 3 years, from Franklin County, Ky., 
near the forks of the Elkhorn. The lateral operation of Liston was 
performed, the patient being under the influence of chloroform. This 
agent acted most admirably ; the little patient lay as if quietly asleep, 
and on awaking had no recollection of what had occurred. The wound 
healed quickly without accident, and on Wednesday, the 4th of Septem- 
ber, only eight days after the operation, he returned home, cured. 

This patient, like the great majority of those who come to Lexing- 

ton, with urinary concretions, resided in a limestone district—Franklin 
county being seated on the great blue limestone formation. Unlike 
most young subjects of this disease, he did not appear to have had 
calculus at his birth ; the symptoms having appeared, for the first time, 
only about twelve months before the operation. 
_ The calculus weighed, when dry, one hundred and five grains. It 
is of a regular oval outline, fattened on two sides. The exterior crust 
is of a light gray color; that on one side is more porous and friable than 
the other, and had been somewhat crushed by the forceps in its removal 
from the bladder; that on the other side is fine grained and hard. On 
sawing it in two, it proved quite hard and brittle in the interior ; and 
presented a small clay-colored nucleus, eccentric in its position, occupy- 
ing one focus of the ellipse formed by the outline of the horizontal sec- 
tion of the stone. A few faint concentric thin lines, of buff and clay 
color, are also observed on the section ; the principal one situated about 
half way from the centre to the circumference. ‘The main body of the 
concretion is compact and of a clear white color. 

Chemical examination showed that the minute nucleus is mainly com- 
posed of urate of ammonia or uric acid ; the body principally of fusible 
phosphates ; the exterior crust containing a small proportion of oxalate 
of lime; while the thin buff and clay-colored lines or layers are most 
probably of the same nature as the nucleus. 

About the first of June, 1849, Prof. B. W. Dudley removed a calcu- 
lus, by the usual lateral operation, from the bladder of a black boy, 
aged 18, from middle Tennessee. 

This stone weighs about three quarters of an ounce avoirdupois ; 
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form, a much flattened, somewhat irregular spheroid ; surface, irregu- 
larly tuberculated with flattened tubercles, covered with minute crystals ; 
color of the exterior, light yellowish gray. On sawing it in two, the 
section presented an irregular nucleus, of a dark walnut wood color, sur- 
rounded by a thick layer of lighter substance, which is of a dark yel- 
lowish gray, and covered by a thinner layer, of the same color as the 
nucleus ; on this the thin exterior light-colored coating was deposited. 
The general structure of this calculus is porous, with irregular disposed 
cavities. The composition is as follows:—The nucleus is oxalate of 
lime. The central portion is composed of the same substance, with an 
admixture of phosphates. The dark band is oxalate of lime, and the 
exterior crust is phosphate of lime, with minute crystals of oxalate of 
lime. ; 

This patient also was from a limestone region, where limestone water 
is commonly used. 

On the 3ist January, 1850, Dr. Dudley operated for stone on David 
West, aged 16, from Greenville, Green County, Tennessee, also a lime- 
stone region. This patient had had symptoms of calculus for about ten 
years preceding. ‘The concretion which was obtained weighs about five 
eighths of an ounce avoirdupois, and is nearly of a kidney shape. The 
exterior is tuberculated and covered with minute octahedral crystals. 
The general external color is light dirty buff, but where the tops of the 
tubercles have been broken off a dark walnut-wood color appears. On 
sawing it, it proved to be very hard in the interior. The section 
showed that it was a mulberry ealculus, of the usual dark walnut-wood 
color, darker on the exterior ; with its numerous rough tuberculated pro- 
jections imbedded in the light buff-colored, porous, external coating. 
The central portion or nucleus is of a dark clay color, lighter than the 
mulberry body, and one or two narrow irregular yellowish bands appear 
near the centre. The whole is compact and hard, except the exterior 
porous coating. On examination, the nucleus was found to be urate 
of ammonia; the central portion is of the same substance mixed with 
ovalate of lime; the outer portion of the hard mulberry calculus is 
mainly of oxalate of lime, with a little admixture of urate of ammonia ; 
while the exterior friable whitish crust, which fills up the irregularities 
of the surface of the imbedded mulberry calculus, is composed of phos- 
phate of lime with some ammonia—phosphate of magnesia, and a trace 
of urate of ammonia, covered with minute octahedral crystals of oxalate 
of lime. 

This concretion presents the usual characters of the majority of the 
calculi of the limestone region, viz., a nucleus of urate of ammonia, 
passing into a body of oxalate of lime ; with an external coating of 
earthy phosphates. | 

A similar composition was observed in a concretion obtained by an- 
other operation, by Prof. B. W. Dudley, performed on the 31st of May, 
1850, on George B. Higgins, aged 5 years, who came from the neigh- 
borhood of Harrodsburg, Ky., which is also located on the blue lime- 
stone formation. ‘This patient had exhibited symptoms of stone for two 
years preceding the operation. : 
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This stone weighed thirty-six grains, but it had been broken in tne 
extraction, and a portion from one end, about one fifth of the whole, had 
been lost. Its general form is a flattened oval, or bean shaped, with 
some irregular projections. ‘The surface is whitish, with a light dirty 
buff tinge. The section presented a dense nucleus of a clay color, or 
warm buff gray ;~exterior to which is a central layer, forming most of 
the body of the calculus, which is rather more buff in color and rudely 
crystalline, with numerous small cavities. The exterior crust is thin and 
of a lighter color. ‘The nucleus proves to be urate of ammonia ; the 
body is composed of oxalate of lime, with a trace of phosphates, and 
the exterior is nearly of the same chemical composition, with a rather 
larger proportion of earthy phosphates. 

All these patients recovered speedily, and without accident, from the 
effects of the operation. 

These cases tend to strengthen the conclusion, arrived at some years 
since, on the chemical examination of the collection of urinary calculi 
in the museum of the Medical Department of Transylvania University 
—that calculous disease is most frequent in limestone regions, and that 
there is in the concretions of these regions, an unusual proportion of 
the urate of ammonia nucleus and the oxalate of lime body, with rather 
more than the ordinary tendency to the formation of phosphatic deposites. 

These views have been strengthened by investigation in other portions 
of the United States. ‘The attention of the profession has been latterly 
drawn to this subject by Dr. E. H. Davis, of Chillicothe, Ohio, who 
has, with a laudable industry, collected many interesting facts in this 
relation, and who, at a late meeting of the Medical Society of the 
Stale, read a paper upon this subject, which we have not yet had the 
pleasure to peruse. 

The following extract from a letter to the writer from Prof. J. C. 
Warren, of Boston, strengthens these results :— 

“Within the last seventy years not more than sixty cases of stone 

in the bladder have become subjects of surgical operations (in Boston). 
In these are included lithotomy and lithotrity cases. Of the whole num- 
ber, more than one half have taken their origin out of Boston and its vi- 
cinity. The whole of the State of Massachusetts is almost void of lime- 
stone. From the State of Maine | have received from a single town, 
Thomaston, four cases of calculus. This town has an abundance of 
calcareous rock.” Indeed the preparation and sale of lime is a prominent 
business in Thomaston. : 
_ According to letters from the Green river country, Ky., the limestone 
in which the Mammoth Cave is situated—the carboniferous limestone 
Is quite productive of urinary calculus. A young physician of that re- 
gion, Dr. Wm. H. Gardner, sent me in March last, brief notes of no 
less than fourteen operations, which he had performed for stone, since 
April, 1849, and stated that he had six cases then on hand for the 
operation. As I hope to receive from the doctor the specimens of cal- 
culi for analysis, and more extended accounts of his cases, I will refrain 
at present from any further remarks on this, very interesting fact.— Tran- 
sylvania (Louisville) Medical Journal. 
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HEPATALGIA, OR LIVER-ACHE. 


BY JOHN GARDNER, M.D., F.C.S. 


Or the existence of a painful condition of the nerves of the liver (liver. 
ache) in the entire absence of the least disturbance in the secretion of 
this organ, and, as we may fairly infer, of anything like structural 
changes, I have felt for many years convinced. Butl should not have 
hazarded the publication of such an opinion in the absence of satisfac- 
tory means of detecting the presence of bile in the urine, or in the 
feces; and any deviation from .health in any and all the secretions, 
which might indicate something more than simple neuralgia. A pain- 
ful state of the liver, extending through more or less of the organ, is, I 
believe, a very frequent disorder. 

About two years ago I was consulted by a lady who had been my pa- 
tient for several years, for a painful affection in the region of the liver, which 
she described as a dull aching pain, not constant, but sometimes more, 
sometimes less severe, often disturbing her rest, and generally worse when 
the pressure of her stays was removed. ‘The tongue was clean, pulse 
regular and normal, the appetite little affected, and the food taken was 
not observed to have any influence upon the pain. As she had for- 
merly suffered from dyspepsia, I at first directed my attention to the sto- 
ak and bowels, changed her diet, and applied a few leeches to the 
epigastrium. ‘These measures produced no effect, and were followed by 
blisters, mild aperients and blue pill, with opium. In spite of these 
measures the pain became moré severe, and extended, and after a time 
was described as occupying the entire region of the liver; the patient, 
when desired to point out its seat, passed her hand over the portion of 
the body occupied by the organ with anatomical accuracy. po di- 
rected my attention especially to the liver ; first, by the stethoscope, satis- 
fying myself that no perceptible disturbance of the heart or lungs exist- 
ed, and then submitting the urine to a careful chemical examination, 
and watching the alvine secretions with equal care and precision. On 
examining the region of the liver, no tumefaction of the whole or any 
part, nor any spot more sensitive than the rest on pressure, could be de- 
tected. A general pressure, as with the stays, somewhat mitigated the 
pain, as without opiates it always was increased at night when the pa- 
tient undressed. 

Still the pain increased in severity. It was very little relieved by 
opiates, by hyoscyamus or belladonna ; but seemed rather to return wit 
increased violence as the effect of narcotics ceased. ‘Taraxacum pro- 
duced no effect. As I had often before had reason to believe that in 
similar painful affections of the liver the buckbean (Menyanthes trifo- 
liata) had proved a remedy, I prescribed an infusion of the leaves of that 
plant in the proportion of two ounces of the shred leaves to a pint of 
water, administering three ounces of this infusion three times a-day. 
The result was entirely satisfactory ; the pain speedily, although gradu- 
ally, yielded, and after about a week ek entirely disappeared. Since 
_ that time my patient has twice had a return of the pain; but having 
at once had recourse to the buckbean, it never became so severe as on 
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the first attack, but yielded immediately. I must observe that on no 
occasion was there the pain on the shoulder which is supposed to be 
diagnostic of disorder in the liver. The pain in the shoulder has, I 
think, been satisfactorily shown by Annesley Budd, and others, to arise 
from disease of the convex surface of the organ, when the capsular 
covering has become implicated, and that considerable disease, abscess, 
hydatids, congestion, and even disorganization, to a considerable extent, 
may exist in the interior of the liver, without the pain. in the right 
shoulder. 

{ do not undervalue the services rendered to practical medicine by 
morbid anatomy ; but such cases as the above forcibly illustrate the pro- 
priety of not forsaking the old way of minute observation, and simple 
experience in the use of remedies. The information afforded by a 
chemical examination of the secretions should never be neglected, as 
when it gives only negative results it is in some cases of the highest 
value. I have no doubt whatever that the testimony of many practi- 
tioners, especially those engaged in general practice, will be borne to the 
existence of a painful condition of the nervous system of the liver, 
unaccompanied by any structural or other functional disturbance of the 
a recommend them to try the menyanthes trifoliataa—London 

titute. 


THE USE OF TOBACCO. 


[Tue Medical Examiner contains the following remarks.] F 

We have been requested by a much-respected friend, to lay before 
our readers some queries recently addressed to him by an English sur- 
geon, in relation to the influence of tobacco upon the health, in the 
hope that some of our readers would be able to afford the desired in- 
formation. He says—** Many circumstances of late have occurred, in 
which I have seen the most injurious effects of the use of tobacco upon 
the nervous, circulatory, and digestive functions. A friend of mine be- 
came perfect by the use of snuff, and was at once re- 
lieved by leaving it off. Upon returning to the use of it, he again 
suffered as before, and was again relieved by ceasing to take it. Here 
there was no doubt. Another gentleman was covered with an eruption 
"resembling psoriasis, from head to foot, and got well immediately when 
he left off the use of snuff. Three times he suffered a relapse upon 
taking snuff, and was cured by leaving it off. In many smokers, I may 
say all, [ have found heart disease or confirmed dyspepsia. If you can 

Ip me with any statistic accounts of disease of the heart and arteries, 
of brain and nervous system, and of the stomach and chylopoietic vis- 
cera, and cancer of the mouth and lips, I should feel greatly obliged. 
If to these you could add any data of the use of tobacco by the suf- 
ferers, it would greatly enhance their value.” 

The subject is a deeply interesting one, and we trust that out of the 
arge experience of our readers something may be gained to illustrate the 
effects of this agent upon the economy, 
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[Dr. T. S. Bell, one of the editors of the Western Medical Journal 
adds to these statements the following remarks.] 


We should not suppose it necessary to wander very far from Phila- 
delphia to ascertain the evil effects of the use of tobacco. It has not 
been many years since Prof. Chapman published a remarkably instruct- 
ive case on this subject. The victim was a member of Congress, and a 
practising lawyer, who, from immoderate indulgence in the use of the 
weed, using it only in three ways, had grown so timid that he was 
frightened at the sound of his own voice, in attending to his congres- 
sional duties, and excessively alarmed by the slightest noises. He was 
the victim of a serious derangement of the nervous system. By dis- 
_ontinuing the use of tobacco, he was effectively and speedily relieved. 
~ In the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, in 1845, Dr. Shipman 
detailed a number of cases, arising from the use of tobacco, which pos- 
sess unusual interest. We shall not note these details, although they 
are very instructive. 

In 1846, Dr. Laycock laid before the British Association, a communi- 
cation in which was a detail of the various evil effects of the use of to- 
bacco. Dr. Wright’s views of the physiological effects of tobacco, con- 
tained in the same communication, cover the entire ground occupied by 
the subject. These various sources of information are very complete, 
and volumes could scarcely throw any more light on the inquiry than 
may be found in the papers to which we refer. Other cases may cor- 
roborate the facts, but can scarcely make them more intelligible. 

We presume there is no part of this pill-taking and tobacco-consum- 
ing country that does not furnish many deplorable examples of the evil 
effects of the use of tobacco. We have seen many instances of the al- 
most entire loss of memory ; many where the mental and physical energies 
were nearly destroyed ; numerous examples of dyspepsia, diarrhoea, and 
continued headache, that were directly traceable to the use of tobacco, 
and which were relieved and recuperated by its discontinuance. 

We shall present only two cases illustrative of these facts. — 

Some years ago, Mr. C. D., an old and highly-respectable gentleman 
of Louisville, was the subject, for eighteen months, of severe attacks of 
diarrhoea, which almost invariably came on at night, about 2 o’clock, A. 
M. He tried various means for the relief of this troublesome symptom, 
and dieted himself with such strictness as to satisfy both him and the 
writer that the disease was not caused by any improper food. Atlength 
we informed him that his use of tobacco was the cause of his trouble- 
some attacks. He at once abandoned the tobacco, and, after that, 
though we had been called to him about once a week for eighteen 
months, and almost always in the night, while he used the tobacco, 
nearly two years passed without a single return of the diarrhoea. At 
the end of that time, we were summoned to him again at his old hour 
of the night. He was at once charged with being in the condition of 
the Apostle Peter’s sow, that “was washed and returned to wallowing 

in the mire,” and he confessed that he had recently resumed the use of 
tobacco. Upon the abandonment of the indulgence, the diarrhoea left 
him, and has not troubled him since. 
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Six years ago, the writer of these remarks, while chewing tobacco 
immoderately, undertook to add the smoking of cigars to his other ac- 
complishment in this line. A violent attack of diarrhoea, far more pain- 
ful than anything of the kind he had ever experienced before, was the 
result: ‘This was not ascribed to the proper cause, until “line upon 
line and precept upon precept ” were enforced by oft-repeated attacks. 
The curling smoke narcotized the faculties of reflection for a considerable 
length of time, but the diarrhoea was at length so certainly traced to the 
cigars, that-the burning incense was abandoned, and with it the liability to 
diarrhoea disappeared. The curious facts of this case were that the 
constitution was inured, if constant chewing could.inure it, to the use 
of tobacco, and, in no instance, was there a longer interval than fifteen 
minutes between the smoking and the diarrhcea.. The connection be- 
tween the smoking and the diarrhoea has often been tested, as a matter 
of curiosity, since the abandonment of the habit of smoking, and the 
cause and effect are always about fifteen minutes apart. The curiosity 
has been satiated, and will remain sq 

There is no doubt of the fact that the immoderate use of tobacco pro- 
duces effects frequently that are not far behind the deplorable results of 
opium eating. It is by no means a very uncommon occurrence to see 
cases of tobacco indulgence that have no very remote resemblance to de- 
lirium tremens, It is a dangerous luxury, and heavy are the exactions 
for worship at this shrine. 


[In addition to the above, and in contra-distinction to it, we copy the 
following statements from the January number of the Medical Examiner. 
They are by Dr. P. C. Sutphin, of Bedford County, Va., and were 
called forth by the article from the Examiner above quoted.] 


As the result of considerable experience in the tobacco-growing re- 
gion of Virginia, where its use is almost universal, “and generally to 
excess,” Dr. Sutphin is of opinion that tobacco has no appreciable in- 
fluence in the development of diseases of the lieart or stomach, “ It is 
but seldom we are called upon,” he says, “to treat heart diseases, and 
when we are, we can generally trace their origin to an attack of rheuma- 
usm or some other cause distinct from tobacco. Dyspepsia and other dis- 
eases, enumerated in the article which appeared in the October number 
of the Examiner, are not more common amongst those who use tobacco, 
than amongst those who do not. Any unprejudiced physician acquaint- 
ed with these facts, will corroborate the statements made here. Dys- 
Pepsia and heart diseases are almost unknown,amongst our negroes, who 
use a great quantity of tobacco. 1 have known vast numbers of ne- 
gtoes to chew and smoke almost incessantly, and nevertheless enjoy the 
Sreatest possible health.”’ 


TREATMENT OF DISEASE IN THE AGED. 


[Tue following is the concluding part of an excellent address lately 
read before the New Jersey Medical Society, by W. Nichols, M.D., 2d 
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Vice President. The whole address is published in the New Jersey 
Medical Reporter, which has just commenced its fourth volume, en- 
larged, with greatly improved appearance, and a good variety of practical 
matter. | 

I return from what may almost be considered a digression, to con- 
sider the last topic, upon which I propose to make but a few remarks, 
viz., the therapeutical indications in the diseases of old age. It will be 
my purpose simply to call to mind some general principles which apply 
to the treatment of diseases as found in this class—without adverting 
to such diseases as are more properly peculiar to it, in which important 
organs are the seats of structural lesions, each of which would furnish 
abundant material for a separate essay. 

In the treatment of disease in the aged, we must keep in view certain 
principles, founded upon the pathological conditions alluded to in an- 
other part of this essay. If this period of life be marked by a decrease 
of vital energy, less resistance will be offered to the assault of disease ; 
inflammatory affections will be found to be more rapid in their course, 
and, if severe in character, have a fatal issue. Therefore remedial 
means, to promise success, must be employed early. Again, these reme- 
dial agents, if calculated to lower the powers of life, must be employed 
cautiously, lest the resistance offered by the vital forces be rendered still 
more feeble, if not entirely extinguished, by means appropriate in them- 
selves, but injudiciously used. In the aged, particular regard must be 
had to peculiarities of temperament, previous habits, constitutional infirmi- 
ties, condition in life, and the effect of other known causes which in- 
fluence disease. But, as a general rule, in this class of persons deple- 
tion must be cautiously employed; and under this term I include not 
only bloodletting, but all those remedies calculated to lower the vital 
forces, whether in the nervous or circulatory systems. When venesec- 
tion is carried to any considerable extent, its effect should be carefully 
watched, lest fatal exhaustion should ensue; and if cathartics are em- 
ployed, it may be proper to exhibit them in combination with some 
aromatic or stimulant, and closely observe their action, lest it be too en- 
ergetic or too protracted. In the use of all such remedies, due precau- 
tion should be observed, lest in our endeavors to eliminate disease we 
waste all the constitutional energy necessary for its successful resistance ! 
The young and inexperienced practitioner who attacks the maladies 
of the aged heroically with the indiscriminate use of the lancet, antimony 
and calomel, may have the misfortune of witnessing his patients arriving 
at their allotted boundary, as it is called, in a much shorter period than 
if left to the care of nature and a judicious nurse. The strength of the 
aged patient must be sustained, in some cases, by a restorative regimen, 
and by nutritious aliment; by a due attention to warmth, both of cloth- 
ing and apartment ; and in convalescence, by the judicious use of agreea- 
ble tonics and cordials. In this stage of life, the depressing passions 
exercise a strong control over disease ; it becomes, therefore, our duty to 
guard against them. Youth is proverbially buoyant and full of hope ; 
manhood is too much absorbed in its pursuits and plans to yield its hold 
on life without a vigorous struggle; but old age is apt to be despondent, 
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and oppressed with the conviction that each assault of disease is a new 
summons, bidding him prepare to obey the inevitable law of his being. 
While the truth is not to be withheld where the issue is evident, in all 
doubtful cases, and especially where the aspect is favorable, powerful 
auxiliaries will be found in all those encouragements and assurances, 
calculated not only to produce calmness and cheerfulness, but also in- 
spire hope and confidence. I need not say that all our professional in- 
tercourse with the aged should eminently be governed by the laws of 
human kindness; a proper deference should be shown to their wishes— 
forbearance with their weaknesses—patience with their waywardness 
and petulance—and a cheerful attention be given to all their wants and 
complaints. ‘The same precept which bids us “ rise-up before the hoary 
head,” inculcates in its spirit all the offices of sympathy and kindness ; 
and I am persuaded the older we grow the more forcible appears the 
reasonableness of the duty enjoined. 

As in restoring health, so in preserving it in this class of persons, 
regard must be had to those causes which affect our mental constitution. 
Our therapeutics include the mind as well as the body : so also our pro- 
phylactic measures must embrace both. While we employ means de- 
signed to keep in healthful play the vital functions, without exhausting 
them, we must also have recourse to those means which respect man’s 
higher nature, and which tend to preserve the integrity of his intel- 
lectual and moral powers. ‘The means appropriate to preserve this 
soundness of condition in the mind are those which secure the cheerful 
and harmonious exercise of all its faculties, such as agreeable intellectual 
employiment—variety in recreations and: amusements—occasionally the 
excitement of new pursuits without suddenly abandoning those long fa- 
miliar—social intercourse with the young, and a participation in their 
planstand innocent amusements. Lastly, to this end may be mentioned 
such an arrangement relating to business, as shall rid the mind of appre- 
hension and disquietude—exemption from those cares and vexations 
which are depressing in their influence, and that proper cultivation of 
the moral and religious affections which, in the evening of life, cheers 
the present state with contentment and peace, and throws over the fu- 
ture the radiance of hope. 


QUACKERY AND ABORTION. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]. 


Tae medical profession takes rank with the other learned professions ; 
and is justly regarded by all enlightened nations as one of the most use- 
ful, liberal and noble of the sciences. Our profession; for centuries, has 
been advancing. It has, indeed, accomplished that which its most ardent 
admirers could not reasoably have expected, and now it is no way inferior 
to law or theology. This was not so once ; for in by-gone days, physic 
ranked lowest in the scale of the learned professions. Rome had her ora- 
lors, poets and generals ; England her statesmen, bishops and barristers. 

hey had their physicians also; but how comparatively small is the 
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space these disciples of Hippocrates and Sydenham occupy on the page 
of their country’s history, compared-with the volumes which contain the 
writings, discoveries and transactions of the distinguished men of other 
professions. But when the history of our times shall be recorded, the 
names of those who distinguish themselves in medicine and surgery 
will shine as brightly as those of the jurist, the divine, the military chief- 
tain, and others, who have also been useful to their race, and shed lus- 
tre and renown upon the nations of their birth place or adoption. 

For the last half century the progress of medicine has been, in all 
civilized countries, remarkable ; but nowhere more marked than in the 
United States. The indomitable and enterprising energies of our coun- 
trymen have been manifest in this department. The condition of our 
colleges has improved; qur medical societies have taken, and continue 
to take, higher grounds. ‘The American Medical Association is annu- 
ally adding rich and ripe sheaves to the great store-house of science ; 
these are constantly taking the place of tares, which have hitherto oc- 
cupied too much space. This Association has not only for its object the 
expurging of worthless material and the supplying of sound doctrines, 
but it also aims at the establishment of good regulations and ethics, 
with a view that justice, honorable conduct, and moral integrity, shall 
govern and preserve the medical men of this country (thus indirectly 
but really benefiting the sick and all others throughout the land), and if 

sible, eradicate every vestige of quackery with which our country 
as been scourged. 

While the Association, through its committees, has made excellent sug- 
gestions, pointed out valuable improvements, and discountenanced quack- 
ery in most of its forms and devices, it has not yet struck any decided blow 
on that most diabolical kind of quackery, that high-handed villany, which 
characterizes the abortionist. That this kind of charlatanism is rife, 
and is practised by regular members of the profession, that is, men who 
have diplomas, there can be no doubt; and I believe that some who are 
gi to office in our medical societies are of this order of quacks. 


hat such men are quacks, no one will question—the epithet belongs © 


to the unprincipled as well as to the ignorant. 

It may be thought that the nature of this subject is such as to ren- 
der it best to be silent. But 1 take no such view of the matter; and 
if I possess no ability in the way of putting it down, I wish to warn 
the young practitioner, who is about to make his debut in his profes- 
sion, as he values his future usefulness, as he values principle, as he 
values reputation and a good name, to abstain from the infernal per- 
formance under every circumstance, let the inducement be what it may. 
No honorable man of experience will for a moment think of such an 
immoral act; the unprincipled man will do it—will do anything, how- 
ever mean or vile—for money. The young man, while he is waiting 
for more laudable employment, may be tempted. Such are often applied 
to, to procure abortions, especially if thought to be in need of money. 
The applicants should be spurned, and their offers treated with disdain 
—let their money perish with them. I insist upon it, that this is a 
dangerous situation for many young men, and if they fall here, just as 
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they are to be introduced into legitimate practice, they fall forever ; 
their sins will surely find them out. 

These abortionists seem not aware that the testimony of their dying 
victims is generally elicited by the attending physician and friends ; or 
that the throes of parturition, the fear of death, or some other circum- 
stance, will draw out all the facts in the case ; and that they themselves 
will henceforth be considered quacks and murdeters by many whose re- 
spect and esteem they would gladly enjoy. 

Need J allude to the moral and physical evils this practice produces ? 
Are they not manifest, fearfully manifest, in this community, even with- 
in the puritan borders of New England? It increases prostitution and 
infanticides, and breaks down the constitutions of those who are natu- 
rally healthy. Look at the bills of mortality as returned from our large 
cities ; see what oumbers die of peritoneal inflammation ; mark the in- 
crease of stillborn children and premature births !—(Vid. New York 
Medical Gazette, Vol. I., No. 1, page 6.) | 

Besides these bills of mortality, the records of criminal courts will 
furnish sufficient proof that this crime is every day becoming more pre- 
valent. It is humiliating to admit that there are a class of physicians 
who, Herod-like, have waged a war of destruction upon the innocent. 
Though their motives are not the same as those which instigated that 
cruel king, they are no less murderers for that. If there is any difference, 
they are worse than Herod. He was influenced by popular clamor and 
bigotry ; these quacks do all for money, and such could be hired to 
burn out the eyes of infant princes. 

These men are better known than they would like to be. It is said 
that a woman cannot keep a secret. Whether this is so or not, the 
man who procures abortions is generally well known. He needs no 
hand-bills, placards, or other advertisement ; he is soon notorious. In- 
glorious fame! Who would have such a disgraceful notoriety? Who 
would thus disgrace his profession ; who would sell his claim to honor 
and principle ; who would shed innocent blood for a few pieces of silver? 
After a man has thus degraded himself, after he has sunk so low, can 
he expect to retrieve his character? Whoever knew such a man to re- 
form? If he is susceptible to feelings of remorse, like Judas he will 
go out and hang himself to hide his own shame. 

I consider this species of quackery the most abominable and wicked 
of all. Anything is charlatanism which is morally dishonest, though it 
may be practised under cover of a diploma; and therefore that man is 
a charlatan, to all intents and purposes, who, like the notorious Restell, 
becomes the executioner of babes in utero. Such aman is the vilest of 
quacks, and the meanest of men. : : 

I shall not stop to give the history of those lamentable cases which 
have come under my observation, and terminated fatally as the conse- 
quence of procured abortion—those fatal cases of puerperal peritonitis, 
caused by the bloody hands of doctors and M.D.’s ; but if the confes- 
sions of the dying are to be relied upon, I know men who have carried on 
this shameful and iniquitous business, and have not only been the 
murderers of infants, but the instruments also of consigning their 
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guilty mothers to premature graves, “ unhouselled, unanointed, unan- 
nealed.” 

I have heard some of the older members of the profession say that 
abortions are of more frequent occurrence now than formerly ; and 
they have rightly suspected the increase is owing to criminal hands. I 
need not remark on the evil consequences of this mischief upon health 
—the health of American women. I need not attempt to portray its 
blighting and destroying effects upon the strength of the fair daughters of 
New England, for their withering results are weH understood by the 
majority of your readers. Various instruments are employed for de- 
stroying the integrity of the ovum, and I have been informed that 
these quacks conceal their ner from their patrons as if they were 
something strange or curious. I was told, not long since, by a woman 
who was operated upon recently in a neighboring city, that the wretch 
who performed the operation obliged her to take solemn oath not to ex- 
pose him. She kept her word, for she would not give me his name, 
but left me to guess who he was! Being a true Yankee myself, I sup- 
pose I can guess with ordinary exactness. ‘This woman said that at the 
same time there were several other women apparently waiting for the 
“slaughter” in an ante-room of the building. 

Irregular practitioners, and the women themselves, are addicted to 
this kind of criminality ; but, as a general thing, they have learned 
their art of some unprincipled doctor, who either purposely or accident- 
ally let slip the secret to the vulgar. The implements which I have 
heard of as being used by these irregular quacks, are sharpened sticks, 
goose-quills, wires, &c.; not those beautifully-polished, tonsil-lancet in- 
struments, which some of the regular quacks wield with so much dex- 
terity and freedom, as “ if the assassination could trammel up the con- 
sequence, and catch, with his surcease, success.” I once found a wire 
(then bent at nearly a right angle) in the vagina of a young girl who 
had been in the hands of a regular abortionist. At each extremity of the 
wire was a leaden ball, about the size of a marble, one end of which had 
probably been introduced into the os uteri, and there left to remain till 
contractions of that organ should be established. For the information 
of the villain who was guilty of this double massacre (should his eye fall 
upon this page), I will state that the operation succeeded—succeeded 
in destroying a foetus of five months, and in impairing the health of the 
gitl_so that she continued to suffer from uterine disorder, and finally died 
in about three years afterwards. 

Now in view of honoring and improving’ the condition of onr praise- 
worthy and liberal calling, as well as that of society at large, I ask the 
co-operation of every respectable physician to aid in putting down every- 
thing and everybody that shall appear to be cognizant to the offence— 
the crime of procuring abortions—the massacre of infants. 1 do not think 
that we should in any case expose our patients, those who place their 
lives and reputations in our hands. This would be a breach of confi- 
dence—a violation of good faith ; a principle which physicians have held 
inviolable both in ancient and modern times. The erpetrator, and not 


the subject of the crime, should be made responsible. I leave it for 
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others to prescribe the method and manner of checking and rebuking 
these quacks in their criminal progress. Public opinion, the indignation 
of the populace, will not be sufficient to meet the exigency which the 
importance of this matter demands. Public justice is slow, and the 

ple whg employ these quacks will not be shocked by any outrage, or 
be disgusted by any measures, however revolting they may be to ordi- 
nary minds, and moral men ; for they are in truth nothing better than 
accessories, and without their aid and support this class of practitioners 
could not live. I would suggest, however, as a starting point towards 
reform, that medical societies and associations expel these “ assassina- 
tors,” and that each physician take the responsibility of informing against 
them whenever opportunity may offer. For one 1 am willing to join 
such a crusade, however unpleasant the war may be, and do all that I 
can in the way sequari vestigia rerum. The medical profession is 
bound to take action in this matter ; if it is not done, if proper measures 
are not resorted to, injustice and disgrace will be charged upon us for 
affording protection and fellowship to these charlatans. This evil is not 
confined to any particular region or section of country ; it has at length 
become general, and is a national curse. 

Every State should render the offence of inducing premature labor or 
abortion a penal one (unless it shall be done for the safety of the mother, 
where there is a deformed or contracted pelvis, or where some other 
cause renders the operation absolutely necessary); it should be a State- 
prison offence, at least. | 

The evil is one of such magnitude that I have felt it my duty to make 
this communication. If by it any one shall be persuaded from falling 
into criminal quackery, certainly good will come out of it. Or if 
those who make laws and regulations for medical men shall be induced 
to render the crime punishable, and this action be taken any sooner be- 
cause the medical public have thus had their attention directed to the 
subject, I shall have no cause to regret that I have incurred the dis- 

leasure of those practitioners who have been styled abortionists, or that 
have made the admission, through the medium of your Journal, that 
there is criminal quackery in the medical ranks. , 
Yours respectfully, 
Greenville, R. I., Dec. 27th, 1850. J. P. Leonarp. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, JANUARY 15, 1851. 


EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

Grand Cairo, Nov. 10.—This day, a longing desire of my boyhood— 
brought into intense activity by reading a history of ancient Egypt, during 
the long winter evenings, in a little country village—has been abundantly 
gratified, for I have not only seen all the Pyramids worthy of examination 
in Lower Egypt, but have actually been to the summit of Cheops! Of 
course it would be ridiculous to attempt a description of them. They are 
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not of granite, as might be inferred from reading, but of soft limestone, 
In many of the enormous blocks, remains of animals are discoverable, 
older than the blocks themselves, for they once existed in the ocean. J 
detected two small amonites, two inches in diameter, that might have been 
detached had a hammer been at hand. On my return from Nubia, down 
the river, another trip is to be made to that spot on the margin of the De- 
sert where those artificial mountains of stone stand precisely as they did 
before the Jews became a distinct people. A French savan is living ina 
tomb near by the Sphynx, at work upon the hieroglyphics. The national 
flag is flying at the top of a short pole, for his protection. Most of the 
land being flooded for miles round, the jaunt was full ten miles on the top 
of dykes. We meta prodigious crowd of people, on their way to a fair, 
who were compelled to cross a rapid stream of water in their path. The 
men stripped, while the females raised their clothes according to the depth, 
and allowed them to fall as the water shallowed on the opposite shore. 
One eye appears to be enough here, as scarcely any body is so extravagant 
as to keep two. Both old and young are blind of one eye, in such num- 
bers as to arrest the traveller’s attention at once. One front tooth and the 
forefinger of the right hand are also missing in many of the middle-aged. 
This is a voluntary affair, to keep themselves out of the army—being thus 
in no condition to bite off a cartridge or pull the trigger of the Pacha’s 
muskets. Iam more and more convinced that the extreme prevalence of 
ophthalmia here in Egypt, is owing in part to the turban—there being no 
kind of shade to it for the eyes, like the visor of a cap. Those without 
that elegant head geer, wear the tarbousch, or red cap, which is also wholl 
without a visor. Excessive negligence in bathing the optic apparatus, ti 
the eyes become offensively filthy, is likewise a direct and immediate cause. 
Mothers neglect to wash the faces of their infants, till the angles of the 
lids become inflamed, and purulent discharges follow. This remark ap- 
plies particularly to the lowest classes, and there it is that blindness most 
abounds. Where public works are going on, there is syphilis—contrary 
to what might be expected ina Mahometan country. This will be referred 
to again, in a purely medical way, on my return. 

From all accounts here, the cholera has been a devastating angel, the 
present season, in places of which we possess but very little accurate geo- 
graphical knowledge. A gentleman informed me yesterday, that an army 
of pilgrims halted to recruit a while since, at Damascus, among whom the 
cholera suddenly appeared, which carried off, in one day, 9000! They 
say the flesh of goats and sheep, this year, is poisonous in Syria, and that 
those who eat of it are more liable than others to die of cholera. Infantile 
life is very insecure in Egypt: teething and smallpox sweep off thousands, 
annually. As the government positively interdicts the collection of statisti- 
cal information, the mortality either of Bikes or adults cannot be guessed 
at very accurately, even by intelligent residents. Ahmet Jayer Pacha, 
who recently died, assured an English gentleman, residing at Alexandria, 
whom I have the pleasure of knowing, that he was the father of 130 liv- 
ing children; and he further observed, that he once lost 30 in one season! 
A man is living up the Nile, whom I expect to see, who has reached the 
age of 130 years! The medical school established by Clot Bey, is nearly 
defunct :—it has only a nominal existence. European physicians are in 
better repute than the Arabs and Turks who were educated in Cairo. 
Some of them continue to bleed, apply blisters, &., but are really poor 
practitioners. The Italian physicians push their way more successfully 
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than others, particularly in the half-fledged hospitals, dispensaries and me- 
dical stations. One, for example, has a district allotted him, embracing 
ten villages, up and down both sides of the river, ten or twenty miles, 
which he visits three or four times a year, for a small salary. A Dr. Ab- 
bott has more valuable practice, says report, than any other foreigner. A 
difficulty is in the way of free family practice, on account of the harem 
system, which forbids the admission of a physician, except under very ur- 
gent circumstances. Ladies of Circassian blood have an invincible objec- 
tion to showing their tongues, or permitting an examination of the pulse. 

Having made all necessary arrangements for a voyage to Thebes—with 
a large boat, a crew of twelve men, a captain, cook and dragoman, the 
stores purchased and the papers prepared—we expect to leave Cairo to- 
morrow, for six weeks, and then return to it to refitand start for the Desert. 
I shall collect all that is new and curious, if such is to be found, and trans- 
mit it by the first conveyance. To-day we have visited the various bazars, 
a Greek church, a Jewish synagogue, and such other matters as happened 
onthe way. A long procession of dirty, boisterous children was met in 
the course of a walk, followed by lots of veiled women—a part, if not the 
whole of them howling like devils! No one could explain satisfactorily 
the object. A woman was begging a sum of money to put at interest for 
her infant, to be given to her when married—a common custom. There 
are no old maids in Egypt—every one is sure to be married. Divorces, 
however, are frequent. Sometimes the wife, and sometimes the husband, 
seek a separation, which is granted on frivolous pretexts. A person has 
been known to divorce four wives within twelve months. There is no 
moral atmosphere in Egypt. European travellers are deceived when they 
speak favorably of the wretched tone of morals in countries where the Ko- 
ran is the rule and guide of the people. My note-book is stored with such 
facts as physicians alone are likely to collect, illustrative of the vice and 
rottenness of the social system in Egypt, if system it can be called. We 
saw. in riding past an enclosure belonging to the Pacha, a splendid giraffe, 
just brought down from an undefined region up the river.—How snguleriy 
it would impress a stranger to see a shop in Washington street or Broad- 
way appropriated to the sale of cow-dung! I looked into such an one, in 
charge of a female, veiled, of course, in one of the bustling bazars. Re- 
collect the article is in constant demand for heating ovens. Whole streets 
of shopkeepers are smoking at the same moment, and some are fast asleep. 
I called at an opium-smoking room last evening, but no one seemed to be 
under the influence of the drug. 


Report of the Sanitary Committee of Massachusetts.—It is probably 
not known to all our readers, that the Legislature of Massachusetts passed 
a resolution at the session of 1849, empowering the Governor to appoint 
three Commissioners to prepare and report a plan for a sanitary survey of 
the State. In conformity to said resolution, there were appointed, Messrs. 
Lemuel Shattuck of Boston, N. P. Banks, jr. of Waltham, and Jehiel Ab- 
bott of Westfield, who have attended to the duty assigned them in a most 
thorough, and, there can be no doubt, satisfactory manner. The report 
occupies a large octavo volume of 544 pages, and treats of sanitary mea- 
sures from a period anterior to the christian era up to the eran date. A 
plan for the sanitary survey of the State is also given, a ill recommend- 
ed for enactment, together with a most valuable appendix, containing mat- 
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ters that are of vital importance to a community, and especially valuable 
as a work of reference to the physician. The zeal dtaplayed in faccu- 
mulating this mass of matter, and placing it in a form to be at once ac- 
cessible and easily comprehended by the reader, reflects the highest honor 
on the Commission. We shall endeavor to copy from the volume at some 
future time. 


Pure Medicinal Extracts.—We have examined, within the past week, 
some very fine specimens of medicinal extracts, which were prepared and 
sent us by Messrs. Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon, N. Y. This form of 
medicine had —_— gone into disuse, from the fact that very little de 
pendence could be placed in extracts, the active property of the plant being 
injured in the mode of preparation. We have lately preferred the 
extracts made by Herring & Brothers, London, because they have never 
failed in furnishing a good article. The principle adopted by Tilden & Co, 
in preparing their extracts, is scientific, and cannot fail of preserving the 
active property of the plant, in all its freshness and purity. We should 
judge, from the color and aroma of those examined, that they would fully 
equal the best of Herring & Brothers’; but as yet we have had no opportu- 
nity of testing them in practice. Should they come up to the standard, in 
strength and purity, of those mentioned, we should prefer using them. 
The samples examined were conii maculatum, leontodon taraxacum, po- 
dophyllum peltatum, and geranium maculatum. From the circular aceom- 
panying them, we perceive that fifty or sixty different extracts are made at 
this establishment, many of which are new to us in these parts. If the 
manufacturers would put them in smaller packages, we think it would 
better accommodate at least the country practitioners, who would then take 
a package, and be sure of having it as received from the laboratory. 


“ The Stethoscope.”—Some weeks since, a prospectus was received from 
Richmond, Va., announcing the intention of Dr. P. C. Gooch to publish a 
Journal with the above significant name. Mention was made of the same 
at the time, and our Journal has been sent regularly since by way of ex- 
change. We have just received the first number of the proposed work, 
which makes a very respectable appearance, and contains the usual variety 
of medical matter, besides the platform upon which the editor intends to 
build his structure. While we wish him all success in the enterprise, we 
cannot refrain from alluding to the series of misstatements which he has 
crowded together in a few lines, respecting ourselves. In noticing our 
Journal, he calls it “a weekly of sixteen pages, besides a number of ad- 
vertisements.” Would he consider it fair if we should cut down his num- 
ber of pages one fifth, and call his work “a monthly of jifty pages, includ- 
ing a number (three pages) of advertisements”? He adds, ‘We see 
by this paper that there are negro medical students in the Harvard univer- 
sity! and a white woman. The students remonstrated, but to no purpose.” 
To say nothing of any unfairness in witholding the modifying circumstan- 
ces respecting the colored students, the assertions respecting the white 
woman and the remonstrance are not true, The woman was not admitted 
into “the Harvard university,” and it was plainly so stated in the article 
from which Dr. G. professes to have obtained the information. He further 
says, “ This paper publishes the marriages of the Massachusetts doctors, 
and we are pleased to see that our old friend, Prof. Jeffries Wyman, late 
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of the Richmond Medical College, ‘has taken unto himself a wife.’” Why 
does he thus insinuate that Massachusetts doctors only are included? Sin- 
gularly enough, in immediate connection in our Journal with the above 
marriage, Was inserted one which took place in New York, but which he 
either did not notice, or else had forgotten that New York was not in 
Massachusetts. The editor’s first exploration with his “ Stethoscope ” 
shows either a great want of aptness in comprehending the physical signs, 
ora culpably heedless manner in recording them. It is not our purpose 
to quarrel, and we certainly shall not now begin to manifest sectional feelings 
in our pages. We only wish our new friend to treat his contemporaries 
justly. He has now become one of a fraternity of editors who have 
almost uniformly acted together with fairness and mutual regard, and 
without manifesting a particle of that narrow-minded jealousy which has 
been elsewhere so extensively exhibited. By continuing in this course, 
the hope expressed in his own “ Introduction” may be realized. “In the 
discharge,” he there says, “of the delicate duties incident to the editorial 
chair, tothe best of our feeble ability, we hope to retain the friendship of 
all, and merit the enmity of none.” 


Legislation to prevent Quackery, to provide §c.— 
Among the measures proposed to the Legislature of Massachusetts by 
the Sanitary Commission, are the following, which we hope may be adopt- 
ed, and properly enforced.—* We recommend that the sanitary effects of 
patent medicines and other nostrums, and secret remedies, be observed ; 
that physicians in their prescriptions and names of medicines, and apothe- 
caries in their compounds, use great caution and care; and that medical 
compounds advertised for sale be avoided, unless the material of which 
they are composed be known, or unless manufactured and sold by a person 
of known honesty and integrity. * * * Institutions to be formed to 
educate and qualify females to be nurses for the sick. * * * That phy- 
sicians keep records of cases professionally attended. * * * That a 
sanitary association be formed in every city and town in the State, for the 
purpose of collecting and diffusing information relating to public and per- 
sonal health, * * * That every city and town in the State be required 
to provide means for the periodical vaccination of the inhabitants. * * * 
That the causes of consumption, and the circumstances under which it 
occurs, be made the subject of particular observation and investigation. 
** * That the laws for taking inquests upon the view of dead bodies, 
how imposed upon coroners, be revised.” 


Castleton Medical College.—The forty-third Circular of Castleton Medi- 
cal College, embracing a catalogue of the officers and students, has been 
Teceived, The faculty are determined to make their school attractive to 
the medical student; and by the number on the Catalogue, it would seem 

at their efforts are fully appreciated. The number of matriculants at 
the Spring Session was 81; F all Session, 72. Whole number of gradu- 
ates for the year, 64, 


Colored Students in the Medical College-—We understand that the 
Medical Faculty of Harvard University have signified their intention to 
exclude colored men from their classes hereafter. Although it is highly 
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desirable that colored men should be properly qualified to act as physicians 
in the flourishing colony of blacks at Liberia, it is doubtless considered by 
the faculty inexpedient to admit them into our public schools of medicine. 


Medical Trial and Inquest.—In a late number of the London Medical 
Gazette is a report of an exceedingly interesting trial of one John Stauff for 
the alleged murder of the Countess of Gaerlitz at Darmstadt. The defence 
was, that the Countess came to her death by spontaneous combustion—she 
having been found burned to death in her apartment. Ingenious argu- 
ments were offered by many of the learned of the profession, to convince 
the court that such was the cause of the Countess’s death. Fourteen 
months after this event, her body was exhumed, and an inquest taken, 
which revealed fracture of the skull, besides other lesions which evidently 
must have been the result of violence done upon her person. At the trial 
in March last, after the verification of the circumstances already alluded 
to, regarding the extinction of the fire and finding of the body, and the 
state of her apartments, on the requisition of the President of the Assizes 
Drs. Liebig and Bischoff, of Giessen, were conjoined with the members of 
the Hessian Medical College, and, as experts, were required to pass their 
judgment upon the probabilities of the case. The result of their delibe- 
ration and investigation, was that the Countess must have been murdered, 
and upon this expert testimony the prisoner was convicted, and sentenced 
to perpetual imprisonment. We should be glad to give the report of this 
trial in full, particularly on account of the scientific testimony introduced, 
with the ea i operandi of arriving at the facts in the case, which were 
corroborated by the prisoner’s subsequent confession, but our space will not 
‘at present permit. 


Cod-liver Oil in Phthisis Pulmonalis.—Dr. Levick, Resident Physician 
of the Pennsylvania Hospital, publishes, in the January number of the 
American Journal of Medical Sciences, a report of fourteen cases of pul- 
monary disease in that institution, in which cod-liver oil was used. The 
following are his concluding remarks upon the cases :—* It will be seen 
that in no instance did any decided benefit arise from the oil until it had 
been used for at least four weeks ; it is equally important to observe that 
to be of any permanent benefit its use must be persisted in for a long time, 
even after the most striking symptoms of the disease have in great mea- 
sure disappeared ; a fact of which we have always endeavored to impress 
the importance on our patients at the time of their dismissal from the hos- 
pital. Although, then, in conclusion, our experience has not been quite so 
gratifying as has that of some others, yet the -writer is fully prepared to 
say that he believes cod-liver oil to be by far the best remedy for phthisis 
ewer of which we have at this time any knowledge ; and that to neg- 
ect its use in cases of this disease, unless there be a strong contra-indi- 
cation, is, under existing circumstances, both injudicious and culpable.” 


Cases of Abstinence—Two remarkable cases of abstinence from food 
are reported in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, by Dr. Taylor, 
of Carrollton, Ohio. Both occurred in insane subjects. One passed ten 
days at one time and fourteen at another, without food or drink, and died 
at the end of one hundred days of almost entire abstinence. The other 
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lived twelve days at first without eating or drinking. He then drank small 

uantities of water, but took no food for thirty-nine successive days, and 
lied last September, after passing “one year eight months and sixteen 
days in an almost perfect state of starvation, and fifty-one days without 
food of any kind.” | 


Return of Dr. J. Lawrence Smith from Turkey.—It is with much plea- 
sure that we announce the arrival of our much-esteemed and talented fel- 
low citizen, Dr. J. L. Smith, who has been employed, during the last four 
years, by the Sultan of Turkey, to make a mineralogical and geological 
survey of his dominions. His engagements with the Sultan being at an 
end, Dr. S. has returned to the United States, where we doubt not a bril- 
liant future awaits him. We wish him that measure of success, which, for 
his ability and untiring industry, he richly deserves. It will be remember- 
ed that this Journal was established in 1846 by Dr. Smith and the lament- 
ed Sinkler.—Charleston Medical Journal. 


Departure of Dr. Alfred Stillé for Europe.—We are pained to learn 
that Dr. Alfred Stillé, of Philadelphia, who has been very zealous and ac- 
tive in promoting the measures of reform in the medical profession, con- 
templated by the organization of the American Medical Association, of 
which he is a member, has, on account of a serious cerebral attack, been 
compelled to abandon, for atime, the practice of his profession, and to 
seek in Europe a restoration of his health. May he reap the greatest 
benefit from his travels, and return in full vigor of mind and body.—Jdid. 


Medical Miscellany.—180 persons died of smallpox in this city within 
the last year.—Measles are quite prevalent among children in this and the 
neighboring cities and towns.—The Medico-Chirurgical Society of Cin- 
cinnati offer the sum of $50, or a gold medal of that value, or a silver cup 
of the same value, for the best original essay, containing “ A General Ac- 
count of the Diseases of the State of Ohio, and the Changes which they 
have undergone in their character, since its settlement.” Address Prof. L. 
M. Lawson, Chairman of the Committee, Cincinnati (free of postage), 
prior to the first day of June, 1851. 


To CorrEsPonDENTS.—Dr. Chandler’s Address before the Vermont Medical Society, Dr. 


pin Case of Strangulated Hernia, and Dr. Weir’s Case of Obstructed Catamenia, have been 


Marrizp,—At Providence, R. I., 1st inst., Francis E. Hill, M.D., of Biddeford, Me., to Miss 
Naney T. Littlefield, of Saco, Me.—At Cornish, N. H., Alfred Hitchcock, M.D., of Fitchburg, 
Mass., to Miss Aurilla P, Wellman. 


juithAt Hollis, N. H., Noah Hardy, M.D., aged 65—At San Francisco, Nov. 24th, Dr. 
ohn C. Fish, from the effects of a pistol shot received during.an affray in the EI Dorado Saloon. 


Bers in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, Jan. 11th, 67.—Males, 31—females, 36, 
Neeidental, 1—apoplexy, 1—disease of bowels, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 3—disease of 
rain, |—bronchitis, 1—consumption, 8—convulsions, 4—cramp, l1—croup, 3—dropsy of the brain, 
yphus fever, 1—scarlet fever, 1—rheumatic fever, 1—lung fever, 1—fracture, 1—hoo ing 
» 2—disease of the heart, 2—intemperance, 2— infantile, of kidneys, 1—inflam- 
mation of the lungs, 1—disease of liver, 1—marasmus, 3—measles, 10—puerperal, 2—scrofula, 2 
teething, 2—un nown, 3. 
rrp 5 years, 33—between 5 and 20 years, 7—hetween 20 and 40 years, 15—between 40 
and 60 years, 6—over 60 years, 6. Americans, 21; foreigners and children of foreigners, 46. 


— 
| 


488 Medical Intelligence. 


To the Medical Profession.—The undersigned, Chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Practical Medicine, appointed by the American Medi- 
cal Association, May, 1850, respectfully solicits the co-operation of mem- 
bers of the medical profession in furnishing materials for the annual report 
in May, 1851. The duty of this committee, as defined by the constitu. 
tion of the Association, is to ‘prepare an annual report on the more im- 
portant improvements effected in this pe! in the management of indi- 
vidual diseases ; and on the progress of epidemics ; referring, as occasion 
requires, to medical topography, and to the character of prevailing diseases 
in special localities, or in the United States generally, during the term of 
their service.” In order to fulfil, the objects thus expressed, the requisite 
data must be supplied by medical practitioners in different sections of the 
Union. This is more particularly true with reference to the “ progress of 
epidemics ” and ‘the character of prevailing diseases in special locali- 
ties.” Communications, therefore, are particularly desired from persons 
residing in places in which epidemics have prevailed, or in which prevail- 
ing diseases have been marked by special characters during the present 
year. Epidemic cholera and dysentery are known to have prevailed more 
or less in different parts of the country during the past summer. Facts 
bearing upon the features peculiar to the present season, the production, 
diffusion, mortality, treatment, &c., of these diseases, will be acceptable. 
It is requested that communications upon these or any of the subjects 
coming under the cognizance of the committee, be transmitted to the un- 
dersigned by the first of March, 1851. 

All contributions with which the committee may be favored, will re- 
ceive due attention and acknowledgment. Austin Fuint. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Nov., 1850. 


Surgical Report for the American Medical Association.—The com- 
mittee is invited to meet in the Charleston Hotel, South Carolina, the 
evening of the first Tuesday in May next. All professional brethren who 
have surgical facts connected with the improvement of this branch of the 
profession during the year, will please address them to the chairman of 
the committee by the first of April, at Augusta, Georgia. As all cannot 
be reached by a circular, it is hoped no one will wait for a more direct ap- 
plication than this general invitation. Paut F. Eve, M.D. 

Prof. of Surgery in the Louisville University, and Chairman of the 

Committee on Surgery of the Am. Med. Association. 

Louisville, Ky., Dec., 1850. 


American Medical Association—The Committee of Arrangements re- 
gee all societies and other institutions authorized to send delegates, to 
orward a correct list of those selected to attend the next annual meeting, 
to the Secretary, Dr. H. W. DeSaussure, at Charleston, S. C., on or be- 
fore the first day of April. , 
In consequence of the resignation of Dr. Stillé, one of the Secretaries, 
from ill health, all communications intended for the next meeting of the As- 
sociation must be addressed to the remaining Secretary, Dr. H. W. De 
Saussure, Charleston, S. C. : 
The Fourth Annual Meeting of the American Medical Association will 
be held at Charleston, S. C., on the 2d Tuesday of May next. 
Editors of Medical Journals will please give the above notices an early 
insertion in their respective journals.—Charleston Med. Journal. 
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